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The Boers behaved with admirable restraint and kindliness.
They showed no sign of triumph, and did their utmost to
relieve the sufferings of the wounded as well as the humilia-
tion of the prisoners. As the day wore off they sat round
singing hymns with deep reverence and feeling. Then
those brown-bearded farmers, so curiously like the old
Puritans of New England in their piety and courage, asked
their prisoners to form into ranks, and, marching with them
into the Transvaal, sent them on by train to Pretoria.
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THIS disaster to nearly 1,000 men came as a heavy blow to
the British people at home and in the colonies. It was a rude
awakening from the dream of a triumphant * march to Pretoria,'
when our men should sweep the Boers like rabble from their
path. Of course, there was no panic and no reason for panic.
A thousand men captured is a nasty thing, but Sir George
White, who, as already said, was quick to take the whole
responsibility of this disaster, had fallen back in perfect order
with his army, and was prepared to hold Ladysmith against
all odds. Meanwhile the First Army Corps, with Sir Redvers
Buller, were already arriving in South Africa, and the whole
nation looked with confidence to the calm, stern warrior who
was now to be in chief command.

Buller himself was not pleased with the situation he found
on his arrival. He had hoped to make the Tugela River the
first line of defence against the invasion of Natal, and to keep
his Army Corps intact for great strategical movements on a
large scale. But he found himself not only without the aid oi
Sir George White's forces, but called to the relief of Lady-
smith, which was now closely besieged. Two other towns
also called for help.